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imperialistic transaction, etc., and that, therefore, such a peace
would signify a complete break with the fundamental principles of
proletarian internationalism.

This reasoning is fallacious. Workmen who lose a strike and
accept conditions not favourable to themselves but favourable for
the capitalist do not thereby betray Socialism. They betray Socialism
who bargain with the capitalists, accepting favours for part of the
workmen in exchange [for conditions] that are favourable to the
capitalists. Agreements of this kind are inacceptable.

He betrays Socialism who calls the war against German im-
perialism a defensive and righteous war and who, at the same time,
accepts the help of Anglo-French imperialists and conceals from the
people the secret agreements concluded with these imperialists. But
he who hides nothing from the people, makes no secret agreements
with imperialists, but agrees, because of temporary inability to
go on with the war, to sign a peace treaty unfavourable to the weak
nation and favourable to one group of imperialists, does not in any
way betray Socialism.

10. Another argument for an immediate war is that by con-
cluding peace we become agents of German imperialism because we
free German troops on our front in addition to millions of prisoners,
etc. This argument is equally fallacious. A revolutionary war at this
time would place us in the position of agents of Anglo-French im-
perialism in so far as we should be aiding the cause of the latter.
The English have offered our Supreme Command Krylenko one
hundred roubles a month for every one of our soldiers if we continue
to fight. Even if we do not accept a penny from them, we should
still be helping them by detaining German troops. No matter which
way we turn, we cannot wholly escape this or that imperialistic
group. That is impossible without the complete destruction of world
imperialism. The only true inference to be drawn from this is that
from the time a Socialist government is established in any one
country, questions must be determined not with reference to pre-
ferability of any one imperialistic group but solely from the point
of view of what is best for the development and the consolidation
of the Socialist Revolution which has already begun. In other words,
our tactics must be based not on the consideration of whether it is
more expedient to help one or the other of the imperialist groups,
but solely on the question of safeguarding the Socialist Revolution
in one country until the others are ready to join.